Class of 2017

Summer Homework

Biology

Teacher Contact: Ms. McDaniel
imcdaniel@goldercollegeprep.org
xkcd.com

Hello future juniors of Golder College Prep! Next year you will take the lessons

you have learned in your chemistry and physical science classes, and apply them to the
living world!

This summer homework assignment is designed to help your teacher learn more about
your experience with science, and also introduce you to the core principles of your

junior science class. Our class will focus on a few core principles that are addressed in
the summer homework:

1) Science is Human. (400-800 words, about 45 minutes)
2) Reflection and Growth. (300-600 words, about 30-60 minutes)
3) DOING Science. (400-600 words, about 30-60 minutes)

Format: The summer homework can be submitted as a single, typewritten document,
which is separated into sections for each of the three different parts.

Length Requirement: Use the word count guidelines for each section to determine if you
have met the length requirement. If you are using Microsoft Word, you can highlight

the section you are typing, then click “Tools” > “Word Count” to find out how many

words you have written. You can also go to wordcounter.net online and paste the text in
the box to find out how many words each section is.

Part 1 - Science is Human: An Autobiography (400-800 words, about 45 minutes)
In our biology class, we are not just focused on learning how life works, but also
learning how WE learn. The first part of your assignment will be a “Science

Autobiography,” so I can learn a little bit about you, and how you feel about science.
Everyone comes to their science classes with a lot of baggage: not just pencils and

paper, but the previous experiences they’ve had with science, both in and out of school.
This part is your opportunity to think about those experiences and tell me something
about them so I can get to know you and be a better teacher for you.


Overall, how do you feel about science? Have you always felt that way, or were
there specific experiences or moments that have given you that feeling? If the
latter, what were they, and why were they important?



What was your best experience in a science class? Thinking back on it, was your
success primarily a result of your own efforts, of luck, or what? What about
your worst experience (what was it, and why did it happen?)



Describe one time when you were very successful outside of math or
science/biology class—something you accomplished that you’re really proud

of. Again, was your success primarily a result of your own efforts, of luck, or
what?


What is something you wouldn’t expect me to know about you? This could be
your favorite flavor of ice cream, the fact that you’re a syndicated music

reviewer, or that you never learned how to swim —but it should be something
that I wouldn’t know from seeing your name on a class list. This question is

optional, but gives you a chance to tell me something about who you are outside
our classroom.

An example of Ms. McDaniel’s science autobiography can be read at :

http://bit.ly/gcpbio-shauto

Part 2: Reflection and Growth (300-600 words, about 30-60 minutes,
computer required)

Research has shown that students who spend time “thinking about what
they know” end up being more successful in college – they earn higher
GPAs and are less likely to drop out. The skill of checking in on

yourself – “do I really understand this?” – is crucial to being a successful learner, and
one that many students do not have practice doing. Knowing when to say “IDK…Yet!”
is the first step toward learning something new!

In our biology class, you will maintain a ‘reflective journal’, which you will use to track
your own growth and development over the course of the class. As we learn new

content and practice new skills, you will monitor your level of understanding and write
entries in a journal.
Each link below will take you to a Reflective Journal entry written by a student. Both

entries were written by students describing how they learned what it means to ‘control’
something in an experiment.

Read and compare the two entries, and answer the following questions. Back every
answer up with specific evidence and even quotes from the entries.


What are the main differences between the 2 students, in terms of their
understanding?



Which student do you think has a better understanding of ‘controlled
variables,’ and how can you tell?



Pretend that you are giving each of the two students advice on what to do
next. What would you say to them, and what should they do?

Links to student reflections: http://bit.ly/gcpbio-shreflection
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Well, purity isn’t everything.

Part 3: Doing Science (400-600 words, 30-60
minutes, computer or phone required)
Science is not just something you read about in a

book – it is something you DO. Every day, we will
be asking questions, investigating, and making

arguments about the world. While it is important to
learn about what other people have already found
out, we will develop our own new questions, and
hopefully by the end of the year you will learn

something completely new. Maybe you will even uncover something that no one else in
the world has ever known before.

The links below will take you to two Youtube videos, that tell the stories of groups of
amateur scientists that are pursuing their own questions in the rainforest. All of their
questions are connected to life in some way.

For every question below, you must BACK up your claims with specific examples from
the videos.



What behaviors or characteristics did you notice that all of the people in
every movie had in common?




Were the people in the movies ‘doing science’? How could you tell?

How was the ‘research’ that the people in the videos did similar to work
you’ve done in science class? How was it different?



The attached list of “scientific values” describes behaviors and traits that
people employ when they are thinking scientifically. What are specific

examples where you see people in the videos embodying these values?


Which of the scientific values resonates with you? How do you bring it
into your life?

Video 1: http://bit.ly/gcpbio-shvideo1
Video 2: http://bit.ly/gcpbio-shvideo2

undsci.berkeley.edu
Scientist’s Code of Conduct – How to Behave
Scientifically!
1. Pay attention to what other people have already done. Scientific knowledge
is built over time. If you want to discover exciting new things, you need to know
what people have already discovered before you. This means that scientists spend
a lot of time studying their own fields.
2. Expose your ideas to testing. Try to describe and perform the tests that might
suggest you are wrong and/or allow others to do so. This may seem like shooting
yourself in the foot but is critical to the progress of science. Science aims to
accurately understand the world, and if people shield their ideas, it's impossible to
figure out if they are actually accurate!
3. Bring in the evidence. Evidence is the ultimate judge of an idea. Scientists are
not free to ignore evidence. When faced with evidence that contradicts their idea,
a scientist has a choice to make. They might wait for more experiments to draw a
conclusion. They might conclude their idea is wrong. They might find another way
to explain the contradicting evidence. But a scientist cannot allow themselves to
push forward an idea that does not match evidence.

4. Openly communicate ideas and tests to others. Communication is important
for many reasons. If a scientist keeps knowledge to her- or himself, others cannot
build upon those ideas, double-check the work, or figure out new ways to test the
ideas.
5. Play fair: Act with scientific integrity. Hiding evidence, in full or in part, or
faking evidence, flies in the face of science’s main goal. We are working together
to learn accurate knowledge about the natural world. Hence, maintaining high
standards of honesty, integrity, and objectivity is critical to science.

